
   
    

   Tier Ranks 
(Final Network Rank, Workshop Rank, and Park Management Ranks) 

Level 1 
Category Level 2 Category Level 3 Category 

“Vital Sign” 
Final  Work

Shop 
ALPO JOFL FONE FRHI DEWA UPDE NERI GARI BLUE

Ozone 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 Air Quality 
Wet and Dry Deposition 1 1 1 1 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 

Air and 
Climate 

Weather and 
Climate 

Weather and Climate 1 2 1 2 3 3 2 3 1 1 1 

Geomorphology Stream/River Channel 
Characteristics 2 1.5 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 

Soil Erosion and 
Compaction 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 

Geology 
and Soils 

Soil Quality 

Soil Function and 
Dynamics 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 

Surface Water Dynamics 1 1 2 2 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 
Wetland Water Dynamics 1 1 2 1 1 2 3 3 2 2 2 

Hydrology 

Groundwater Dynamics 2 3 3 3 1 2 3 2 2 2 2 
Water Chemistry - Core 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Water Chemistry - 
Expanded 1 1.5 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Aquatic 
Macroinvertebrates 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Water 

Water Quality 

Aquatic Periphyton 3 2.5 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 
Invasive/Exotic Plants, 
Animals and Diseases – 
Status and Trends 

1 1.5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Invasive Species 

Invasive/Exotic Plants, 
Animals and Diseases – 
Early Detection 

1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 

Shrubland Forest and 
Woodland Communities 1 1 1 1 3 3 1 2 1 1 1 

Riparian Communities 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 
Birds - Riparian 
Communities 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 3 2 2 2 

Mammals – Riparian 
Communities 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 

Birds – Breeding 
Communities 1 1.5 1 2 2 2 3 3 1 1 1 

Terrestrial Invertebrates 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 
Freshwater Communities - 
Mussels   . . . . . . . . . 

Freshwater Communities - 
Crayfish 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 

Freshwater Communities - 
Macrophytes 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 

Fish Communities - 
Streams 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 

Fish Communities - Rivers 2 1 3 3 3 3 2 1 2 2 2 
Amphibians and Reptiles – 
Vernal Pond Community 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 

Biological 
Integrity 

Focal Species or 
Communities 

Amphibians and Reptiles – 
Streamside Salamander 
Community 

2 2 3 3 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 
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 Amphibians and Reptiles 2 2 3 2 2 2 3 3 1 1 1 
T&E Species & 
Communities - State 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 

 
At-risk Biota 

T&E Species & 
Communities - Federal 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Point-Source 
Human Effects 

Bioaccumulation 3 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 Human use 

Visitor and 
Recreation Use 

Visitor Use 2 3 3 3 3 3 1 2 2 2 2 

Land Cover and Use 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 Landscape 
Dynamics Landscape Pattern 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 
Energy Flow Primary Production 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Landscapes 
(Ecosystem 
Pattern and 
Processes) 

Nutrient Dynamics Nutrient Dynamics 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 

 


